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B
ert D

anckaert drew
 the eighty-six photographs in this b

ook from
 eighteen cities on four conti-

nents betw
een 2007 and 2013. D

epending on the spectator’s em
pathy, D

anckaert’s photographs
m

ay be read on form
al or docum

entary levels, or b
oth. H

e turns ordinary, often unrecognizable
fragm

ents of urban reality into extraordinary w
orks that reveal a profound know

ledge and under-
standing of the history of m

odern art, especially its painterly, narrative, conceptual and construc-
tivist currents. Inge H

ennem
an, form

er curator of the M
useum

 of P
hotography in A

ntw
erp and

professor of the history of photography at the R
oyal A

cadem
y of Fine A

rts in the sam
e city, w

rote
of his w

ork: 
“B

ert D
anckaert’s bizarre cityscapes deal w

ith the paradox of non-figurative sim
plicity, as

w
ell as w

ith the com
plexity of m

eaning and m
etaphor. H

is ‘urban still-lives’ breathe a kind of
strangeness that can only em

anate from
 the fam

iliar. ‘Found’ sidew
alks, w

alls, and street fur-
niture refer m

ore to m
inim

alist art than to the conventions of docum
entary photography. In his

absurd com
positions, a recognizable and banal reality appears as a stage set, props and trom

pe-
l’œ

il included, w
hile the actors are absent.”

D
anckaert (b.1965) lives and w

orks in his native city of A
ntw

erp, w
here he studied at the

N
atio

nal H
ig

h
er Institu

te o
f Fine A

rts (N
H

IS
K

) and
 th

e R
o

yal A
cad

em
y o

f Fine A
rts (K

A
S

K
A

).
H

e now
 teaches photography at the latter. D

anckaert also w
rites on photography. H

is texts are
published regularly in several reputed periodicals. B

ert D
anckaert’s w

ork is represented exclu-
sively by R

oberto P
olo G

allery, B
russels.  
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6|7 197 (Cape Town) 2008





8|9 30 (Antwerp) 2007





10|11 664 (Lisbon) 2010





12|13 589 (Guangzhou) 2011





14|15 481 (Shanghai) 2010





16|17 489 (Shanghai) 2010





18|19 697 (Brasilia) 2013





20|21 551 (Hong Kong) 2011





22|23 518 (Mumbai) 2011





24|25 677 (Brasilia) 2013





26|27 370 (Havana) 2010





28|29 683 (Brasilia) 2013





30|31 666 (Brasilia) 2013





32|33 656 (London) 2011





34|35 549 (Hong Kong) 2011





36|37 67 (Beijing) 2007





38|39 389 (Havana) 2010





40|41 411 (Havana) 2010





42|43 202 (Cape Town) 2008





44|45 661 (Havana) 2012





46|47 513 (Mumbai) 2011





48|49 631 (Istanbul) 2011





50|51 80 (Beijing) 2007





52|53 682 (Brasilia) 2013





54|55 350 (Havana) 2010





56|57 635 (Istanbul) 2011





58|59 667 (Brasilia) 2013





60|61 508 (Dresden) 2010





62|63 607 (Lisbon) 2010





64|65 337 (Havana) 2010





66|67 199 (Cape Town) 2008





68|69 679 (Brasilia) 2013





70|71 638 (Istanbul) 2011





72|73 568 (Hong Kong) 2011





74|75 402 (Havana) 2010





76|77 500 (Berlin) 2010





78|79 297 (Cape Town) 2008





80|81 456 (Shanghai) 2010





82|83 533 (Mumbai) 2011





84|85 662 (Havana) 2012





86|87 565 (Guangzhou) 2011





88|89 328 (London) 2009





90|91 463 (Shanghai) 2010





92|93 361 (Havana) 2010





94|95 156 (Cape Town) 2008





96|97 484 (Shanghai) 2010





98|99 602 (Guangzhou) 2011





100|101 640 (Shenzhen) 2011





102|103 591 (Guangzhou) 2011





104|105 298 (New York) 2009





106|107 388 (Havana) 2010





108|109 452 (Havana) 2010





110|111 644 (Beijing) 2011





112|113 404 (Havana) 2010





114|115 693 (Brasilia) 2013





116|117 634 (Istanbul) 2011





118|119 102 (Beijing) 2007





120|121 479 (Shanghai) 2010





122|123 592 (Guangzhou) 2011





124|125 131 (Madrid) 2008





126|127 674 (Brasilia) 2013





128|129 435 (Havana) 2010





130|131 690 (Brasilia) 2013





132|133 678 (Brasilia) 2013





134|135 695 (Brasilia) 2013





136|137 514 (Mumbai) 2011





138|139        98 (Beijing) 2007





140|141 91 (Beijing) 2007





142|143 670 (Brasilia) 2013





144|145 688 (Brasilia) 2013





146|147 421 (Havana) 2010





148|149 475 (Shanghai) 2010





150|151 299 (New York) 2009





152|153 336 (Havana) 2010





154|155 665 (Brasilia) 2013





156|157 306 (New York) 2009





158|159 496 (London) 2010





160|161 87 (Beijing) 2007





162|163 115 (Beijing) 2007





164|165 650 (Beijing) 2011





166|167 687 (Brasilia) 2013





168|169 555 (Hong Kong) 2011





170|171 465 (Shanghai) 2010





172|173 140 (Paris) 2008





174|175 495 (London) 2010





176|177 457 (Shanghai) 2010







COLOPHON

All the photographs illustrated in this book are archival pigment prints on 
fine art paper and measure 39 x 58 cm, except for those on Pp. 7, 27, 37, 
51, 75, 105, 113, 141, 153, 161, 163 & 177, which measure 18.7 x 28 cm.

We hereby express our gratitude to the following organization and 
persons for making this book possible: Peter Bialobrzeski, Jan Blommaert,
Peter Boelens, Lynne Cohen,Thomas Crombez, Ellen Danckaert, Simon
Danckaert, Els De bruyn, Karin Hanssen, Inge Henneman, Andrew Lugg,
Johan Pas, Christian Patterson, POC (Piece of Cake), Roberto Polo, 
Marc Ruyters, Eric Ubben, Jos Van den Bergh, Lucas Vandervost, 
Adinda Van Geystelen, Kurt Vanhoutte and John Van Oers.

This book, which is dedicated to Karin Hanssen, Bert Danckaert’s lifelong
supporter, is based on the results of a PhD research project at the Royal
Academy of Fine Arts, AP University College, Antwerp, and is published 
with their support, as well as with that of Roberto Polo Gallery, Brussels. 
www.ap.be/academie 
www.robertopologallery.com

A complementary book in the form of a novel titled ‘De extra’s’, 
by Bert Danckaert, published by EPO, Antwerp, is also available.

Bert Danckaert is a member of POC (Piece of Cake), 
a European network of contemporary photographers,
www.pocproject.com
www.bert-danckaert.be

www.lannoo.com
Register on our web site and we will regularly send you a newsletter 
with information about our new books and interesting, exclusive offers.
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